
Falcon Homeschool Program Newsletter

September 26, 27 and 28 2023

UPCOMING DATES:
October 6: FHP @ IVES Social Event at the Paint Mines in Calhan 1-2:30PM (optional)

October 9-20: Fall Break, no classes
October 26: FHP @ IVES Campus-Wide Field Trip to Rock Ledge Ranch

Front Desk Number: (719) 495-5373

Class Updates:
Arts and STEM Exploration
Ms. Jill
We are going to have another fun and busy week!
It’s hard to believe we are already close to wrapping
up our first quarter of Arts Exploration together! At
this point, the students have learned about all the
instrument families, how they create sound, and what
they sound like. We will continue with our rhythm
warm ups and play a bucket drum piece this week
that uses all four drumming techniques (clicks, top,
rim, and sides)!! For our Stem focus lesson, we will
turn to visual art and look at how artists use art
elements to depict instruments and music. As we
wrap up our time with art tasks, we will continue
studying the element of line and focus on how artists
use lines to create moods. Please email me at
jill.foster@d49.org with any questions that come to
your mind!

Ms. Katrina
We are continuing our work on our instrument
building this week. Students will also be engineering
music to play with the instruments that they have
created. We will introduce Typing.com this week to
get students more familiar with the computer
keyboard. Please do not hesitate to reach out with
any questions. Email:katrina.trujillo@d49.org

Ms. Stacy’s Class (K-1)
I’m looking forward to another fun filled week with
my fantastic K/1 students. In Science, this week
students will be taking part in a Rock Exploration.
Students will learn about the properties we use to
describe rocks. They will get a chance to sort and
classify rocks based on their characteristics. In Social
Studies, we will be looking at ways to be a good
friend.
Thank you to those who have volunteered to send in
items for our Snack Rocky Cycle Activity. Truly
appreciate your generosity. Be sure to mark your
calendars for our upcoming FHEP Social Event at the
Paint Mines, Friday Oct. 6th and our all school field
trip to Rock Ledge Ranch on Oct. 26th. This is a
fantastic way to meet and get to know other
homeschool families. Have a fantastic week and
please don't hesitate to contact me with any
questions or concerns. stacy.kley@d49.org

Ms. Kassi’s 2/3 Class
Families, please be on the lookout for 2/3rd grade
Schoology info. I will send info in an email and also a
note home this week! Please set up your parent
account by following the directions in the
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email/letter. I will share all class pictures and videos
on our closed group page.
This week in Social Studies, we will be learning about
the Midwest and Mount Rushmore. During science,
we will be completing our first science lab! The
question we will be asking ourselves is, “Can we
prevent some landslide erosion with plants and other
objects (rocks, sticks, etc)?” Student groups will be
creating a mini landslide on a slope with a house at
the top with and without plants and other objects.
Then they will measure how far the house moved
down the slope with the same amount of “rainfall.”
They will draw and write their findings on lab sheets.
Mark your calendars for the upcoming FHEP Social
Event at the Paint Mines, Friday, Oct 6th and the all
school field trip on Thursday, October 26th! FHP Staff
will be present and it is a great way to meet and chat
with other families.
Please do not hesitate to email me anytime with any
questions or concerns at kassi.nemeth@d49.org.

Ms Leanne’s Class (4-5)
This week we will continue to review our energy
sources and play games to review the information
with buzzers! We’ll focus on solar energy and create a
T- chart on pros and cons of using the sun to produce
electricity. Make sure you check the board outside my
classroom for our new art project using oil pastels.

Students will be drawing animals. As we continue to
learn about our 50 states, we will also be putting
together a timeline of important events during the
Civil War.
Next week, we will be creating solar ovens. I will have
chocolate, marshmallows and graham crackers for
the students. If your child has an allergy or an
intolerance, please reach out to me, so we can figure
out appropriate alternatives. Don’t hesitate to contact
me if you have any questions or concerns

leanne.mckinney@d49.org

Ms Katrina’s Class (6-7)
The creativity flowing in our classroom is amazing!!!
Students are continuing to grow their skills working
in teams. In Science, we will continue working in the
wolf pack groups to investigate energy transfer in
ecosystems. In Social Studies, students will continue
preparing and creating items that represent Ancient
Greek culture. We have begun lab science activities to
build our science process skills. Please do not
hesitate to reach out with any questions.
Email:katrina.trujillo@d49.org

PROGRAM REMINDERS

Constitution Day Follow Up

Thank you to the many students who came sporting their red, white, and blue to celebrate
Constitution Day with us! We enjoyed the opportunity to teach students about our country’s
constitution, and we look forward to more opportunities like this in the future!

FHP@ IVES Campus-Wide Social Friday, October 6, 2023
We hope you will be able to join us for our first social event of the school year on Friday, October 6th.
Please join us at Paint Mines Interpretive Park located at 29950 Paint Mines Road Calhan, CO 80808
from 1-2:30pm. Please see their website at
https://communityservices.elpasoco.com/parks-and-recreation/paint-mines-interpretive-park/ for
more information on directions and how to plan for the day.
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FHP@ IVES Campus-Wide Community Field Trip at Rock Ledge Ranch, Thursday
October 26th
We are excited about our all school community field trip to Rock Ledge Ranch. A survey was sent to
you 2 weeks ago. Here is the link to the survey: https://forms.gle/R5C4ZrzrSAVjnN7R9 We would
like all parents to attend, but we will be setting up carpools for students who will need to be placed in
one. This means we will need drivers and chaperones. If you are interested in being one, please
indicate so on the survey and complete the application at https://www.d49.org/volunteer

Homeschool Helps: Create Daily Joy

This Week’s Tip: Be intentional every homeschool day, do something that brings your family joy!

The beginning of my homeschool journey was a bit rocky. It was all school, all the time! My focus was
to recreate school at home. Unfortunately, it took me awhile to learn that our homeschool days could
be filled with rigorous academic learning but also joyful moments to break up the drudgery. My last
years homeschooling, I luckily stumbled upon Julie Bogart, the author of Brave Writer, and a
homeschool expert, in my opinion. Her “Brave Writer Lifestyle,” introduced me to Poetry Tea Time. I
figured I would try it out! Each Tuesday my children and I would share a cup of tea or hot chocolate
and simply read poetry from our home poetry library. My son thought Shel Silverstein poetry was the
best! We would take turns reading poems, laughing, and enjoying reading/listening to rhythmic
language together for no other reason than to be together and share good poetry. Honestly, no lesson
attached, no hidden academic agenda. To this day it is definitely one of my favorite memories from
our homeschool years.
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Poetry Tea Time Article: https://blog.bravewriter.com/2018/04/23/podcast-poetry-teatime/
If poetry is not your family's cup of tea, then I encourage you to find something that brings your
family joy and DO IT each day in your homeschool. You can rotate ideas and/or have one for each
homeschool day of the week. Here are some ideas: all family read aloud, cooking, listening to music,
looking at art, famous historical figures’ study, etc. I promise you, your intentional times of joy
together will lead to unforgettable lifelong memories.

Always Find Joy in the Small Moments
Kassi Nemeth FHP Home Based Education Specialist

October Count Attendance &What It Means for FHP
Starting next week, September 26, through Fall Break, student attendance is especially important at
FHP. Strong attendance and participation has always been a strength of our students and families,
and for this reason, we have historically had a very strong and healthy budget to keep FHP thriving:
as funding for schools comes from student attendance. Please continue to support your child and
FHP through regular attendance. Of course, we always want to do this safely, so if your child is
exhibiting any symptoms of sickness, please use your best judgment to keep them home when
necessary.

Falcon Homeschool Shirts/Hoodies:
Retail order forms are available in the multipurpose room, if you haven’t already grabbed one, please
feel free! We will be collecting order forms and money until September 28th. If you're doing more
than one shirt/hoodie, please fill out one order form per item, it helps Brandy with staying organized
on her end with specificities.
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